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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. The Applicant's amendment, filed 5 September 2007, has been received, entered 
into the record, and considered. 

2. As a result of the amendment, claims 1-14 have been canceled, and claim 15 has 
been amended. Claim 15 remains pending in the application. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claim 15 is allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The present invention is directed to an interactive lifetime journal system 
including a database for storing journal information and an interface for presenting the 
user with prompts or questions to collect the user's life history, ideas and stories. 

The closest prior art of record, Family History Products through their 
MemoryGrabber product, teaches a system for creating an autobiography through the 
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use of prompts and questions used to elicit the user's recollections, thoughts and ideas 
(see disclosure that MemoryGrabber provides a series of questions designed to prompt 
entry of events into a life timeline to preserve the user's unique life story, pages 1-4 et 
seq.). 

However, Family History Products fails to anticipate or render obvious the 
recited feature of an interactive lifetime journal system comprising a central database 
for storing contact information of the user and another user, adapted so that each of the 
user and the other user can update their own contact information and access the other's 
contact information, as in claim 15. 

While the concept of managing a centralized database of contact information was 
well known in the art, an ordinary artisan at the time of the invention would likely not 
have been motivated to incorporate such a feature into a lifetime journaling system as 
claimed, based upon the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Luke S. Wassum whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4119. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30, alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John R. Cottingham can be reached on 571-272-7079. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

In addition, INFORMAL or DRAFT communications may be faxed directly to the 
examiner at 571-273-4119. Such communications must be clearly marked as 
INFORMAL, DRAFT or UNOFFICIAL. 

Customer Service for Tech Center 2100 can be reached during regular business 
hours at (571) 272-2100, or fax (571) 273-2100. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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